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Approccio alle 

lesioni focali 

epatiche



‘Se trovi una lesione focale è molto probabile che sia una lesione benigna’‘
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Mass/nodule at imaging

<1 cm >1 cm

Repeat US at 4 months Multiphasic contrast-enhanced CT or MRI,*

or gadoxetic-enhanced MRI†

1 positive technique:

HCC imaging hallmarks

No Yes

Stable‡ Growing/changing

pattern

Biopsy unclear:

Consider re-biopsy
Use other modality: multiphasic contrast-enhanced 

CT or MRI,* or gadoxetic-enhanced MRI,†

or contrast-enhanced ultrasound§

‖

1 positive technique: HCC imaging hallmarks

No Yes

Biopsy HCC

Non-HCC malignancy/

benign



Recommendations

• Cirrhotic patients, Child–Pugh stage A and B Low Strong

• Cirrhotic patients, Child–Pugh stage C awaiting LT Low Strong

• Non-cirrhotic HBV patients at intermediate or high risk of  HCC* 

(according to PAGE-B† classes for Caucasian subjects, respectively 

10−17 and ≥18 score points)

Low Weak

• Non-cirrhotic F3 patients, based on an individual risk assessment Low Weak

Level of  evidence Grade of  recommendation























78.3%





Rapaccini et al Liver Int 2004







basale arteriosa portale





Utilità Doppler: scarsa  ma non nulla (specie il pulsato)



Wilson SN and Burns PN AJR 2006

Durante la fase portale-tardiva la ecogenicità della lesione è 

maggiore o uguale al fegato ?










































